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TOM’S NEWS
News and prayer points from my time as a ministry trainee at Dundonald Church

“Fear not, stand 
firm, and see the 
salvation of  the 

Lord, which he will 
work for you today”

Exodus 14:13

Resurrection, Rest and Radical Faith!
APRIL 2013

CYFA
CYFA enjoyed a two week break at the start of 
April,  and since then we’ve returned to action  
by beginning a new series  looking at Hebrews 
11 under the title of ‘Radical Faith’, which 
I’ve been speaking on most Sunday evenings. 
Numbers are perhaps  unsurprisingly a bit 
lower this term, with the pressure of exams 
being felt by nearly everyone in the group. 

TRAINING
Workshop enjoyed a two week break over 
Easter too, starting back in mid-April. Since 
then I’ve given a talk on Zechariah 1 with 
helpful feedback, this time with Roo Standring 
(vicar at St Peter’s, Fulham) as our exposition 
group leader for the term, as well as 
continuing working through Systematic 
Theology (Grudem) and some fruitful 
Ministry Discussions with senior pastors.

CHURCH
Dundonald continues to thrive, by God’s 
grace,  and it’s  been wonderful to see people 
becoming Christians (this is what it’s  all 
about!)  as the gospel is faithfully taught week 
in, week out from the front. I enjoy the range 
of things  which I’m  asked to do, whether 
that’s leading the Easter Sunday service to 
spending time rethinking the chair layout! It’s 
so great to be part of a team of people all 
contributing to the advancing of the gospel in 
different ways

Recently Read
‘Memoirs of  an 
Ordinary Pastor’

(Don Carson)

Currently Reading
‘Five English Reformers’

(JC Ryle)
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This term in CYFA - ‘Radical Faith’, looking at Hebrews 11

Longer days mean time for tennis in the evenings! Someone sent me a parcel, but I’m 
definitely not that qualified!
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April began where March left off - in a 
flurry of activity and not much time to 
breathe! The Easter services came and went, 
with much enjoyment and celebration. It 
was a privilege to lead the Easter Sunday 
service, and to see so many people at church 
to celebrate the truth of  the resurrection! 

After the Easter services,  things  got a bit 
quieter in the Factory - many staff went off 
to serve at New Word Alive - and CYFA 
took a 2-week break, meaning that I could 
take my foot off the pedal a little. In fact in 
doing that my body decided to shut down 
and I was in bed most of that week with a 
bad dose of man flu!  The following week I 
enjoyed a bit of a holiday, where I was able 
to rest well and spend some quality time 
with Josie - a real treat. 

So I guess things didn’t really kick off in 
the Factory until 15 April, when the new 
term started. 

CYFA has since begun well, although as 
mentioned in the summary paragraph, there 
have been slightly fewer numbers due to 
imminent exams. This term we are looking 
at ‘Radical Faith’,  with a 7-part talk series 
based around Hebrews  11 but using this to 
launch back into the Old Testament and do 
some character studies. Please do be praying 
that as we look at these men and women of 
old,  the young people would be inspired to 
live lives of radical faith themselves as they 
look to Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
their faith.

Please do pray for the CYFA leadership 
team. David & Hajira, two experienced 
CYFA leaders, have recently had their first 
child and so are off for the foreseeable future 
while they get accustomed to being parents! 
With another leader planning on finishing 
her time with CYFA this summer,  it leaves  us 
a bit short-staffed in terms of team to help 
lead this great group of young people. Please 
pray for wisdom and discernment as  I try 
and find suitable replacements for the start 

of the autumn term, and please pray for me, 
as  with fewer leaders there are fewer people 
to pass  things onto, and so I end up having 
more to do!

To finish - the great thing about being 
in ministry training is  the breadth of 
opportunities that there are. Let me give you 
an example. . .  One 
recent Sunday I was 
invited to speak in the 
Pathfinder (11-14s ) 
group in the morning, 
and ran a session with 
them  on ‘Why Trust the 
Bible?’, which was great 
fun, and then on the 
same day visited two 
local nursing homes to 
speak on John 4 to the 
elderly and infirm. Both 
such different events and groups, but the 
same Jesus  to proclaim  as Christ the Lord! 
What a gospel we have to tell!

Thank you, as  ever,  for your ongoing 
partnership in prayer for the work here. 

Grace & peace, 
TH

Points for Prayer

• Thank God for the rest that I was  able to 
have in April

• Thank God for growing maturity of some 
of  the older lads in CYFA

• Pray for CYFA as we look at ‘Radical 
Faith - Hebrews 11’ this term

• Pray for the provision of new CYFA 
leaders

• Pray for sustained energy with another 
busy term ahead

• Pray for Josie as she prepares to move up 
here in just a few months, that she’d settle 
in quickly to a new church family

• Pray that in everything  I do, I’d do it by 
God’s grace and for His glory

“If  we are 
preaching for the 

sake of  God’s 
honour, then we 
will long for our 
hearers to say 

“Jesus is a great 
Saviour”, not 
“He is a great 

preacher!”
Philip Jensen

The Archer and the Arrow

Further details and Points for 
Prayer

It was nice to get some time back in Essex over April - and 
enjoy going up in a microlight for the first time! 
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