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TOM’S NEWS
News and prayer points from my time as a ministry trainee at Dundonald Church

“The grace of  our 
Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you”
1 Thessalonians 5:28

Picnics, Planting and Preaching!
MAY 2013

CYFA
A great month of looking into characters from 
Hebrews 11 on Sunday evenings (Noah/
Abraham/Moses/Rahab/Gideon) and 
exploring their Radical Faith. We’ve enjoyed 
some really good Friday night socials too, 
including one evening where we took the lads 
to play football and then when back to my flat 
for a chat about what it means to be a godly 
man. I  recently finished Ephesians with Jonny, 
and am thanking God at how he has matured 
as we’ve gone through it together!

TRAINING
The highlight of the month was  the ‘Planting 
for Christ’  conference, a Co-Mission initiative 
and hosted at Dundonald. A great opportunity 
to network with those who are planting all 
over the UK and indeed across the world, with 
helpful seminars from Al Barth (Redeemer, 
NY) and Sam Ko (SaRang, Korea).

I also enjoyed going back to Southampton 
Uni CU to preach at the end of the month. A 
real joy to be back and maintaining 
friendships there!

CHURCH
It was great to be at the London Men’s 
Convention, stewarding with a few other guys 
from Dundonald. The church also enjoyed a 
‘Big Picnic’ one Sunday afternoon, where all 
the congregations gathered in the local park 
for a BBQ, bouncy castles  and a great chance 
to spend time with one another. 

Recently Read
‘Five English Reformers’

(JC Ryle)

Currently Reading
‘What Did You Expect?’

(Paul David Tripp)
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London Men’s Convention - Westminster Chapel with 2000 men and great teaching on sexuality!

Preaching back at Southampton Uni CU on 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

Slowly collecting furniture for 
when Josie moves in!
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I’m not entirely sure where the time is 
going. Already we are well into the summer 
season, and I’m  thinking and planning for 
next year!

Lots has happened in May, such that I 
won’t be able to share everything, but here 
are a few highlights:

My CYFA ministry continues to really 
exc i te me, wi th some rea l ly g reat 
relationships being built with some of the 
older guys  in the group. There are four lads 
who get on particularly well together, and 
who I am hoping to spend more time with in 
deliberate training next year,  so please do 
pray for the continued growth and maturity 
of  Joe, Archie, James and Jonny. 

My one regret is that there isn’t enough 
time to mentor and personally train everyone 
in the group. In line with last month’s 
request, please continue to be praying for the 
provision of  new CYFA leaders.

It’s  been great to be involved in several 
conferences  that have happened in the last 
month.  The Men’s Convention was brilliant, 
and a chance to serve in stewarding 
alongside some other members from 
Dundonald. The Planting for Christ 
conference was equally exciting - it’s 
fascinating hearing from  guys such as Al 
Barth (New York) and Sam Ko (South Korea) 
about what God is  doing in His church 
throughout the world. It was a privilege to be 
able to go out for dinner with these guys after 
the conference,  and hear a bit more about all 
they are getting up to and their advice to a 
young guy in his twenties!

It was a joy to be back in Southampton, 
preaching at the CU at the end of the month 
on 1 Thessalonians, and I was thrilled that 
Josie could be there too. The times  when we 
‘do ministry’  together are the most enjoyable! 
Please continue to pray for the work of the 
CU in Southampton, and indeed the current 
Committee as they lead. 

Planning is  well underway for the 
summer camp which I’m  involved with at the 

end of July (Foremarke 1). We had a leaders 
training day up in Cambridge last week, 
which was helpful in preparing us  as leaders 
for the camp. Praise God that a large 
number of CYFA members are coming 
along this summer.  Pray for them, that it 
would be a life-changing week, and also for 
me as I prepare a talk on 
Colossians 1 amongst 
other things. 

It’s  now a little over 2 
months  until Josie and I 
get married! We begin 
marriage prep this week, 
so do pray for us as 
August 10th approaches. 
Indeed, longterm, please 
be praying for wisdom for 
Josie and myself as we 
begin to think about what 
life after my apprenticeship might look like 
(summer 2014). 

Much to be thankful for, much to pray 
for. What a joy to be partners in the gospel. 

Grace & peace, 

TH

Points for Prayer

• Thank God for the growth of His church 
around the world

• Thank God for the LMC and Planting for 
Christ conferences

• Pray for Joe, Archie, James and Jonny, that 
they would grow as godly young men

• Continue to pray for the provision of new 
CYFA leaders

• Pray that I would continue to grow in my 
preaching

• Pray for me and Josie as we prepare for 
marriage - it’s not too far away now!

• Pray that in everything  I do, I’d do it by 
God’s grace and for His glory

“Take away the 
gospel from a 

church and that 
church is not 

worth 
preserving. 

There is nothing 
so useless as a 

church without 
the gospel”

JC Ryle
Five English Reformers

Further details and Points for 
Prayer

Sam Ko (SaRang, Korea) and Al Barth (Redeemer, NY) 
speaking at the Planting for Christ conference
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